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Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, Appleton, WA4 5EQ
Telephone 01925 268153 Email clerk@appletonpc.org.uk
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of Appleton Parish Council held on Tuesday 21st June 2022 at 7pm

Present: - 	
Councillor S Brookes, Councillor C Critchley (left at 8.15pm), Councillor K Critchley, Councillor M Delaney, Councillor J Freeman, Councillor P Lewenz, Councillor P Walker, (from 7.10pm onwards) and Councillor J Wheeler.
Mrs J Monks (Clerk). A member of the public was present for agenda item 4 and for agenda item 7c. Two representatives from Appleton Independent Methodist Church were present for agenda item 4 and a representative from Lymm Radio was present for agenda item 5.
1.	Welcome and apologies for absence

Councillor S Brookes welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting. Councillor B Kidley, Councillor M Browne, Councillor G Chapman, Councillor M Marshall and Councillor M Jervis sent their apologies for the meeting. 

2.	Members Code of Conduct

Councillor J Wheeler declared that she was a member of the Development Management Committee of Warrington Borough Council. 

3.	Public Participation 

A representative of Lumb Brook Millennium Green addressed the Parish Council with regards to the grant application and supplied additional financial information at the Parish Council meeting to support the grant request for funds. 

Councillor P Walker arrived at the Parish Council meeting at 7.10pm. 

The Chair of the Parish Council, Councillor S Brookes thanked the representative for the additional financial information in support of their grant application. The Parish Council was keen to work with Lumb Brook Millennium Green and would like to work in partnership to arrange for events to be undertaken on the green. The representative from Lumb Brook Green would be asked to an Events Working party meeting to discuss this possibility. The Parish Council also suggested that if the Parish Council had a ride on mower, then the Parish Ranger could cut the grass in the future to reduce costs. The representative from Lumb Brook Green stated that contractors must be used as they had their own insurance and certificates. 

4.	Presentation from a representative of Appleton Independent Methodist Church regarding plans for Appleton Cross development 

The Parish Council received a presentation from a representative of Appleton Independent Methodist Church regarding their plans for the Appleton Cross development and the Parish Council were given information packs at the meeting with regards to their plans for the Neighbourhood centre. 

The clerk was asked to contact Homes England to establish the current situation with phase two of the Appleton Cross development and for this to be an agenda item for the next Parish Council meeting. 

5. 	Presentation from Lymm Radio

The Parish Council received a presentation from the Station’s Director of Lymm Radio regarding their plans as they are hoping to be awarded a DAB radio licence in the Autumn and they wish to do a ‘Parish News’ section on the radio. They are also keen to involve the local schools and Priestley College and engage with the local community. 

Councillor J Freeman offered to do a ‘Parish News’ section for Lymm Radio and the clerk was asked to put this as an agenda item for the next Parish Council meeting so this could be discussed and agreed by the Parish Council. 

6.	Minutes of last Parish Council meeting and matters arising 

RESOLVED that;

the minutes of the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting on Tuesday 17th May 2022 and the Parish Council’s monthly meeting on Tuesday 17th May 2022 were approved, subject to the one minor amendment of Councillor P Walker’s name from Councillor J Walker to Councillor P Walker. 

The clerk raised concerns regarding the condition of the planters on Bridge Lane as the summer bedding had not yet been done. Councillor C Critchley will email the clerk with a list of plants so the contractor can undertake the summer bedding. 
 
7.	Minutes of Finance and General Purposes committee meeting and to consider approving the recommendations and any matters arising

RESOLVED that;

The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Thursday 26th May 2022, (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved and signed by the Chair. 
RESOLVED that;
(a) Cleaning Contract for Parish Hall. The Parish Council approved that Warrington Borough Council are not used for cleaning the Hall and that the cleaning was to be undertaken by Arley’s Angels if they are able to supply a cleaner and a cleaning contract be put in place. 
(b) Portable Speed Indicator Device. The Parish Council approved that the Parish Council purchase a variable speed indicator device, The SID Gen-5 Smart from Traffic Technology Ltd with the expenditure of the device and the various extras to be purchased up to the amount of £3,500 plus VAT. 
(c) Grant Application from Lumb Brook Millennium Green. The recommendation from the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 26th May 2022 was to refuse the application. However, the Parish Council considered the additional financial information that the representative of Lumb Brook Millennium Green had supplied at the Parish Council meeting. Given this additional information, the Parish Council approved the grant application of £2,750. The Parish Council asked that this financial contribution was recognised on the proposed new noticeboard for the Green. 
(d)  Accounts for 2021/2022. The Parish Council approved the yearly banking reconciliation as detailed in the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee dated Thursday 26th May 2022 was approved. 
(e) The Parish Council approved that the accounts for 2021/2022 were accepted by the Parish Council. 

(f) Internal Auditors report on 2021/2022. The Parish Council approved the internal auditor report for 2021/2022 and it was accepted by the Parish Council. 

(g) Variances Explanation for the accounts 2021/2022. The Parish Council approved the variance explanations. 

(h) Policy Review. The Parish Council approved the following policies;

· Publication Scheme   
· Complaint procedure
· Grant Policy and application form 
· Planning Application procedures 
· Social Media Policy 
· Health and Safety Policy 
· Lone Working Policy 
· Diversity Policy
· Data Protection Policy, documentation, and data schedule. 
· Planning policy procedures
· Cybersecurity policy
· Safeguarding policy
· Virtual meeting policy
· Finance and General Purposes Committee terms of reference. 
(i) Asset Register. The Parish Council approved the asset register which had been amended following the recommendations by the internal auditor. 
(j) Risk Assessments. The Parish Council approved the following Risk Assessments;
· General Risk Assessment 
· Parish Hall Covid Risk Assessment 
· Ranger Risk Assessments  
(k)  Insurance renewal The Parish Council approved the renewal of the insurance at the cost of £1586.56. It was noted that the Parish Council is now in year two of a three-year deal which expires on 31st May 2024. 

8.      Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/2022 – Section One
Annual Governance Statement 


The Annual Governance Statement has been discussed at the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on Thursday 26th May 2022.

RESOLVED that;
The Accounting statements were approved, signed and dated by the Chair of the Parish Council, Councillor S Brookes and the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Mrs J Monks.
9.	Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/2022 Section Two –    Accounting Statements 


The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer has completed the Accounting Statements for 2021/2022 and the Parish Council considered the Accounting Statements. The clerk confirmed that the internal auditor had audited the Parish Council accounts and had signed and dated the relevant sections on the return. 
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The Accounting Statements are approved, signed and dated by the Chair, Councillor S Brookes and the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Mrs J Monks.

10.	Planning 
RESOLVED that;
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 17th May 2022 and Thursday 26th May 2022 (copies of which had been circulated to each Member) were approved and signed by the Chair.
The clerk reported that planning applications were not being received from Warrington Borough Council as they were in the process of changing the planning computer system
11.  Six 56 planning application 
Councillor K Critchley reported that the Six 56 planning application was now ‘on hold’ pending the adoption of the Local Plan. 


 12.	Accounts for 2022/2023 and Payments Schedules 
The May 2022 statement of Receipts and Payments for the Financial Year 2022/2023 was noted, and the Members noted the Bank Statement as at 31st May 2022.
RESOLVED that;
Payments were to be made in accordance with the payment schedule for June 2022.
13.	St Mary Magdalene proposed car park
RESOLVED that;
The Parish Council would send a letter of support for the proposed car park project at St Mary Magdalene’s Church. 
14.	Training 
RESOLVED that;
The Parish Council retrospectively approved a Roles and Responsibilities course from Cheshire Association of Local Councils for Councillor S Brookes to attend on Monday 13th June 2022 at the cost of £40.00. 
15.	Cheshire Community Action 
RESOLVED that;
The Parish Council does not join Cheshire Community Action, Parish Council membership at the annual cost of £100.00.
RESOLVED that;
The Parish Council does join Cheshire Community Action, Community Building membership at the annual cost of £50.00
16.	Format of meetings 

RESOLVED that;

The format of meetings still to be flexible. The temporary delegation to the clerk and assistant clerk as agreed at the Parish Council meeting on 18th May 2021 should continue. 

This item will be on the agenda every month to consider how meetings in the following month are conducted.

17.	PCSO / Police report

The clerk had circulated the PCSO report to all the Parish Councillors for their attention. As the PCSOs were not in attendance, their report was noted. Feedback on the content of the PCSO’s report had been requested by the Inspector of Cheshire Police. The clerk was asked to feedback, that the Parish Council would like more detail on the outcome of cases.


 
18.	Parish Councillor reports and feedback from other meetings
Councillor P Lewenz reported that he had attended a Footpath Forum meeting at Warrington Borough Council, and they were looking into the issues with the diverted footpath number 20 and how to finish this path. 

Councillor P Lewenz had met with representatives from the Woodland Trust regarding the Dingle and surrounding area. It was unclear who owned what land.

Councillor K Critchley reported that Warrington Borough Council are undertaking repairs on Rosemoor Gardens. The clerk stated it was not clear who was responsible for what on Rosemoor Gardens. Councillor K Critchley asked if this area could be included in the Dingle and Fords Rough working party and if it could be established who owns and is liable for what in and around this area. 

Councillor J Freeman reported that both Jubilee events went well and there was a working party meeting on Thursday 23rd June to finalise the arrangements with regards to the plaque and time capsule. 

Councillor S Brookes reported issues with fibre installation in Grappenhall & Thelwall and the roll out was to include Appleton area soon. 

19. 	Dates and time of next meetings

23rd June 2002 at 6.30pm, Events Working Party meeting, Microsoft Teams. 
4th July 2022 at 4pm, The Dingle and Fords Rough Working Group, Microsoft Teams.
Thursday 7th July 2022, 9.30am Planning Committee meeting. 

Thursday 7th July 2022, 9.45am Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting. 

Tuesday 19th July 2022, 6.30pm Planning Committee meeting.

Tuesday 19th July 2022, 7pm Parish Council meeting. 


Meeting ended 8.30pm
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